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! This report is a compilation of year-end reports as submitted by participating 
chapters and individuals for 2011.  I have attempted to maintain the format of the report 
that has been used over the years.  Individuals submit their reports in a format that 
they choose and this is maintained within this document to the extent possible.  The 
reports are a means of communicating observations and activities within their adopted 
areas.  The reports may express concerns or issues that the ADK may wish to address.  
Some contain detailed descriptions of projects that have been completed and general 
observations about the wild lands.  
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Black River Wild Forest
Adopted by Bill Ingersoll

My adopted area consists of the southern portion of the Black River Wild Forest, from Woodhull 
Creek in the north to the state land boundary north of NY 8 and NY 365 in the south. It is a region of 
rolling hills, wild streams, and small lakes and ponds. The area has few non-motorized trails; most 
designated trails are snowmobile trails, although a number of them are no longer used by machines. 
Only  the Stone Dam Lake trail is officially  designated exclusively as a foot trail in the most recent 
UMP.
Generally, the favored hiking trails throughout the Black River Wild Forest were in reasonably good 
shape despite the stateʼs budget shortfalls. None of the weather events of 2011 had any significant 
impact on this region.
As noted in my previous reports, one of my ongoing goals is to seek a reclassification of a portion of 
my adopted area as the Cotton Lake Wilderness, an action that would permanently protect the areaʼs 
primitive qualities. The area within my proposed boundaries exists essentially  as Wilderness today. A 
network of snowmobile trails (some of which also make excellent mountain bike trails) to the east has 
been excluded. One unused snowmobile trail would have to be closed, and two routes used by ATVs 
to reach small inholdings would have to be designated as Primitive Corridors if these owners have 
legal rights to use motor vehicles to access their lands. The intent of this proposal is to protect a core 
area of the deep forest while allowing multiple recreational uses to continue along the periphery.
The only  official trail within the proposed Cotton Lake Wilderness is the Twin Lakes Trail, which 
received a new trailhead register recently. Since 2011 was the first full year that this register was in 
place, I was able to note the following statistics about what is probably the most popular section of the 
proposed wilderness:
There were 57 registered users of the trail, in 35 groups. Only one group  was registered for more 
than one day. Activities listed were walking, hunting, trapping, and skiing. By far, winter was the 
busiest time of year, with 53% of all visitors signed in for January, February, and March. Most visitors 
were from Oneida County (68%), and while the trail is located in Herkimer County only 3 people 
signed in with Herkimer County addresses (5%). There was just one visitor from out of state.
These data reflect only  those users who elected to sign the register, and of course only  the users of 
this one trail. However, it suggests that the use of the trail is light, and that the designation of the 
Cotton Lake Wilderness would not impact the ways these existing users enjoy the trail.
Threats to the Southern Black River Wild Forest
1) The potential for snowmobile trail development in areas that are currently motorless.
2) Past proposals to convert the Herkimer Landing and South Shore trails into a through road suitable 
for 2-wheel-drive vehicles, which would allow anyone to drive deep into the backcountry.
3) Illegal ATV and snowmobile use on undesignated trails, especially in the North Wilmurt area.
4) The possibility that existing marked snowmobile trails will be allowed to deteriorate due to light use 
and the resulting lack of oversight. Since most trails in the Black River Wild Forest are multi-use, 
some may be abandoned altogether in future years as DEC seeks to close trails no longer being used 
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by snowmobiles. Should this occur, an effort should be made to identify those trails that should be 
retained as foot trails.
What I Have Accomplished
1) I spent multiple days within my adopted area during 2011. I also spent time re-exploring the 
northern portions of the Black River Wild Forest. 
What I Plan to Do
1) Through various forms of print media—guidebooks, magazine articles, newspaper interviews—
promote the use of this area for compatible forms of backcountry recreation. Some trails, such as 
Little Woodhull Lake and Mad Tom Lake, are suitable for a variety of wild forest activities, including 
hiking, biking, and skiing. Other areas, such as Twin Lakes, November Falls, Cotton Lake, and Middle 
Branch Marsh, will be described as places suitable for solitary wilderness experiences.
2) As opportunities arise, continue to meet with 
state officials to urge the designation of the 
Cotton Lake Wilderness.
3) Continue to monitor DEC management 
proposals for this area and call attention to 
any threats to the wilderness and wild forest 
qualities of this area.
4) Continue to document trails with illegal 
motorized use and report them to DEC.
5) Continue to monitor the condition of trails 
and campsites and perform cleanups as 
necessary.
What I Would Like ADK to Do
1) Continue to be responsive to threats that 
would endanger the wilderness and wild forest 
qualities of this area, such as proposals for road 
“rehabilitation” projects and new snowmobile trails, 
and take a strong role in opposing such proposals.
2) Continue to take steps to promote the 
reclassification of qualified lands to Wilderness, or 
otherwise advocate that such lands be managed 
essentially in a wilderness state.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Ingersoll

!

!
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Chazy Highlands Unit
South Inlet of Upper Chateaugay Lake and Panther Hill

Adopted by Shatagee Woods Chapter

The Shatagee Woods Chapter of ADK has two parcels of Wild Forest in the Chazy Highlands 
management unit: The South Inlet and Panther Hill.  These areas were visited last summer and we 
plan to see them again in late Winter.
! The South Inlet was visited by foot walking along the “Hunterʼs Home” right of way along the 
Standish Brook.  As we looked over the bank we could see trash that has been flung over the bank 
( this includes large items such as a toilet).  It is very unsightly.  I believe DEC or someone cleaned up  
some trash there at one time, but there seems to be new trash.  There appears to have been some 
work on the road, grading and this may have been done for some logging that was done on adjacent 
conservation easement lands in the Sable Highlands tract.
There was one occurrence of the invasive plant Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) .  No other 
invasive plants were found.  There is a substantial patch of Cow–Parsnip ( Heracleum maximum) that 
could be confused with the invasive Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum).  This patch is 
found at the intersection of “Hunterʼs Home” ROW and the old railroad bed that heads toward Lyon Mt 
and is used by snowmobilers and ATVers.  This is probably and illegal use of this old railroad bed in 
the park land.
 
Another time we paddled up the South Inlet ( aka Middle Kiln Brook) from Upper Chateaugay Lake. 
We explored as far as we could without climbing over the many beaver dams.  We found an aquatic 
plant we had never seen before and sent a sample to Hilary Oles Smith, Director, and Meghan 
Johnstone, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator- Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program The 
Nature Conservancy-Adirondack Chapter & Adirondack Land Trust. Meghan Johnstone wrote back, “I 
just wanted you to know that we received the plant you sent Hilary and I and we both agree that you 
did indeed find Mareʼs tail (Hippuris vulgaria), which is great because this is an endangered species 
in NY State. Hopefully it continues to do well there.” mjohnstone@tnc.org 

Panther Hill was visited this summer.  There are two conservation easement lands, one on either side 
of the Panther Hill parcel that are part of the Sable Highlands tract.  There is now signage from DEC 
that identifies them as areas the public may use as conservation easements.  It was good to see the 
signage, because there was some conflict with bordering hunting club on partial easement lands.  
There appears to be very little activity on these lands.

Submitted by
Susan Smith, Conservation Chair, Shatagee Woods Chapter ADK December, 2011

mailto:mjohnstone@tnc.org
mailto:mjohnstone@tnc.org
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Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness
Adopted by the Iroquois Chapter

The Iroquois Chapter has been maintaining trails and lean-tos within the Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness 
for many years. This year our Trails Stewardship  Chair, Carl Anderson, organized two work trips to 
clear brush and small blowdown. The first trip  occurred on April 30 with five participants altogether. 
This crew worked on the #74 trail as far as Middle Branch Lake, with a brief recon of the #73 trail and 
the side trail to Grass Pond.

Carl and another chapter member returned to the #73 trail for a follow-up on December 1, clearing 
the section between Middle Branch and Middle Settlement lakes.

Also, as part of ADKʼs National Trails Day event on June 4, a group of ADKers (including members 
of the Iroquois Chapter) worked on the East Pond and Blackfoot Pond trails, mostly by removing 
small-to-medium logs. Little side-cutting was required, except near the mica mine at Blackfoot Pond, 
which receives little use and maintenance. Later in the summer, the ADK Pro Trail Crew returned to 
the East Pond trail and rebuilt the log bridge over Half Moon Pondʼs outlet.

Individually, several chapter members took the time to visit the chapterʼs adopted lean-tos at Middle 
Branch and Middle Settlement lakes. They submitted reports to Lean-to Stewardship Chair Norm 
Landis.

In 2010, the DEC completed reconstruction of a snowmobile trail bridge over the outlet of Big Otter 
Lake. The previous bridge was adequate for foot travel, but its aging condition had discouraged 
snowmobile use for years. The new bridge is built specifically for snowmobiles, and while it is 
consistent with state policy it provides access to a trail that defines a portion of the western boundary 
of Ha-de-ron-dah, from Big Otter to Pine Lake. On a visit in January, there was an observable 
increase in the amount of motorized traffic on this trail. The primary concern is that there are few 
physical barriers to illegal motorized trespass from this trail into the wilderness interior. The major 
temptation for riders is the surface of Pine Lake, which lies within the wilderness boundary but which 
also lies only a few yards from the snowmobile trail. Odd tracks observed this summer in the bed of 
the Big Otter Trail, a major hiking trail that extends across the width of Ha-de-ron-dah from Big Otter 
Lake to Thendara, appeared to be made by dirt bikes. If so, the likely point of access would have 
been the Big Otter bridge.

The Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness is a relatively small area in close proximity to Old Forge and readily 
accessible from NY 28. It features a variety of ponds and a rich trail network, as well as two lean-tos. 
Use is moderate overall, but visitors seem to concentrate at a few popular locations, perhaps causing 
disproportionate impacts to those areas.

Threats to the Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness
1) High levels of camping pressure in an area within one quarter mile of each of the lean-tos, 

including individual sites that may need to be rehabilitated.
2) Past proposals to facilitate motor vehicle access to Big Otter Lake by converting the jeep trail 

into an automobile road, which are inactive now but which may be resurrected in the future. The 2010 
reconstruction of the snowmobile trail bridge over the outlet of the lake has already removed an 
impediment to motorized access to Ha-de-ron-dahʼs western boundary.
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3) Illegal ATV use of trails in the adjacent Independence River Wild Forest, including occasional 

incursions into the Wilderness Area.
What We Have Accomplished
1) We have continued to maintain trails within the wilderness and the surrounding wild forest areas, 

and we have continued to monitor lean-to conditions at Middle Settlement and Middle Branch Lakes.
What We Plan to Do
1) When an opportunity arises, pack out the old midden pile from the former East Pond lean-to site.
2) Remove fire rings from those campsites that are clearly inappropriate; if possible, use materials 

found on-site to physically close these sites to discourage future use.
3) Continue to maintain trails and lean-tos as needed.
What We Would Like ADK to Do
1) Be alert to threats that would endanger the wilderness and wild forest qualities of the region at 

large, such as proposals for road “rehabilitation” projects that would facilitate access to Big Otter 
Lake, and take a leading role in opposing such proposals.

2) Be an advocate for an overall reduction in motorized use of the western Adirondacks, increasing 
opportunities for primitive backcountry recreation.

Threats to the Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness
1) High levels of camping pressure in an 

area within one quarter mile of each 
of the lean-tos, including individual 
sites that may need to be 
rehabilitated.

2) Past proposals to facilitate motor 
vehicle access to Big Otter Lake by 
converting the jeep trail into an 
automobile road, which are inactive 
now but which may be resurrected in 
the future.

3) Illegal ATV use of trails in the 
adjacent Independence River Wild 
Forest, including occasional 
incursions into the Wilderness Area.

What We Have Accomplished
1) We have continued to maintain trails 

within the wilderness and the 
surrounding wild forest areas, and we 
have continued to monitor lean-to 
conditions at Middle Settlement and 
Middle Branch Lakes.

What We Plan to Do
1) When an opportunity arises, pack out the old 

midden pile from the former East Pond lean-
to site.

2) Remove fire rings from those campsites that 
are clearly inappropriate; if possible, use 
materials found on-site to physically close 
these sites to discourage future use.

3) Continue to maintain trails and lean-tos as 
needed.

What We Would Like ADK to Do
1) Be alert to threats that would endanger the 

wilderness and wild forest qualities of the 
region at large, such as proposals for road 
“rehabilitation” projects that would facilitate 
access to Big Otter Lake, and take a leading 
role in opposing such proposals.

2) Be an advocate for an overall reduction in 
motorized use of the western Adirondacks, 
increasing opportunities for primitive 
backcountry recreation.

Respectfully submitted,Bill Ingersoll
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Jay Mountain Wilderness
Adopted by Algonquin Chapter

Our Chapter had only one hike into the Jay Wilderness Area this year, on Fri Oct 7.  12 
participants drove in 4 cars from Plattsburgh to the trailhead for the Jay Mt. climb, the only 
acknowledged trail in this wilderness area (but still no DEC trail-marking disks).  There is  a 
DEC sign-in box , but it is out of sight from the road.   The entrance to the trail is at a deep 
ditch gully and could use some log steps to avoid an all-fours scramble. Sign-ins indicate 
moderate use of this trail throughout the summer.  There is some shoulder car parking 
available here on Glen Road as it ends and splits into Jay Mountain Road (the actual 
"address" of the trailhead) and Upland Meadows Road, but it is disappointing that there was no 
widening of the recently redone blacktop to allow cars to completely pull off the traffic lanes in 
winter.  The August 29 Hurricane/deluge Irene caused a washout of culverts on both Jay Mt 
Rd. and Upland Meadows Rd. near the trailhead, but there was no erosion on the trail itself 
since it is located on high ground.  (Town of Jay in Essex County was perhaps the most 
impacted of any NYS town by the storm- it is remarkable that they got roads reopened as 
quickly as they did.)

The well-worn trail continues to be eroded on the couple of steep sections that should be redone 
with switchbacks, but this cannot be initiated without disc marking, which cannot be 
implemented  without a Unit Management Plan, apparently.   Once up on the ridge, the route to 
the huge summit cairn is fairly obvious, but trail markers are needed on that first 1.5 miles to 
avoid a proliferation of alternative trails.   That ridge hike, guided by cairns, continues to be an 
amazing , photogenic geology lesson.

Finally, as a connoisseur of old Adirondack maps and former Plattsburgh City Historian, I recently  
discovered a peak-naming in what's now Jay Wilderness Area that I'm going to pursue.  
Colvin's 1874-79 Report, map 1, shows the name "McDonough" on what appears to be the 
presently named "Slip" mountain in the eastern edge of the Jay Wilderness Area.  Thomas 
McDonough, for a history lesson at this dawn of the bicentennial of the War of 1812, was the 
American hero of the Sept 11, 1814 naval battle in Plattsburgh Bay that- we of Plattsburgh are 
convinced- decided the end of "the second war with England".  I recall from my hikes in the 
1950's with Camp Pokomoonshine boys that this eminence was called "Steele" mountain, 
always climbed as a day hike together with Saddleback, from the Seventy Road out of Lewis.  

   
Jim Bailey for Algonquin Chapter ADK
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Lake George Wild Forest
Adopted by Matt and Kristen Dunn

This year in the LGWF the theme was water as it was in the rest of the park.  Between the large 
storms of May 2011 and hurricane Irene there was a lot of trail damage particularly to heavily used 
trails.  The large amounts of water also made the soil less stable and when the winds during Irene 
came we saw a large number of trees come down.  All-in-all the LGWF faired quite well especially in 
comparison to the high peaks region.  Generally I felt the overall traffic on the trails in the area was 
reduced - I did not count the visitors in the log books.  This is likely due to the amount of rain we 
received during the normal hiking season.  We did some work on our local trails, repairing and 
reinforcing water bars and clearing downed trees.  There was much less trash to remove this year 
overall.  Below is a more detailed summary of the areas.

Prospect Mt:
! -Prospect Mt trail
! ! The trail continues to erode on the second half and saw a lot of damage during both 
storms.  I have seen several parties even turn around on the upper half, even though this is a very 
short hike.
! -Rattlesnake Cobble
! ! The Cobble is to the south east of Prospect Mt itself.  Trail start is same for Prospect, 
but diverges L at the trail register.  This trail continues to be in excellent condition and is rarely ever 
used.  Most people that approach the cobble usually due so from the first parking lot on prospect 
mountain rd.
! -Big Hollow Rd
! ! This road continues to be used by both ATVs and 4WD vehicles.  It is still unclear from 
the people I have talked to wether or not this is allowed.  There was a lot of erosion during Irene and 
this has almost shut down access for 4wds.  I personally was hoping that if a large tree had to come 
down in this area that it would fall across the road to help shut down vehicle traffic.  There is a new 
beaver dam where the stream cross the road near the top.  I grew quite large after the storm and has 
covered a large part of the road.  The only passable route is to balance across the dam - carefully.

Cat & Tom Mt Preserve:
! This area saw more traffic this year likely for its easy accessibility and great views with 
relatively little effort.  The trail that leaves the road to head directly up Mt Tom has been closed due to 
erosion damage from the storm.  There is still the old logging road that goes up Tom.  The logging 
road up Cat has sustained more erosion damage, but is still in decent shape.  It has become slightly 
unstable under foot.
!
Hudson River Recreation Area and Pack Forest:
! The pack forest is in good shape with no specific comments.
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Buck Mt Area:
! -Stewart Ledge - 1.4 mile loop up and 
over Stewartʼs ledge the second R off the main 
trail to Buck Mt.  Great views for a short hike 
and excellent rock climbing on the cliff.  The 
photo on R is one of many large downed trees 
from Irene.  Some have already been removed.
! -trail 76 east shore-  This is the main 
trail for Buck Mt, leaving from the east side of 
the lake.  Although this trail is know to have 
some serious erosion issues, particularly higher 
up, it faired pretty well during all the rain.  The 
biggest problems were the downed trees. 
Unfortunately most were large trees.  There is 
still a grouping of Oaks that fell across the 
beginning of the trail necessitating that it be 
rerouted.
! -trail 75 west side - The shorter trail up 
Buck Mt on the east side of the mountain.  This 
trail is in much better shape and generally see 
less traffic.  Much fewer downed trees on this 
side as it is the east side of the mountain and 
mostly escapes the usual wind pattern.
! -trail 74 to Inman pond - This trail leave 
from the Buck Mt trailhead and continues up  
and over the ridge to Inman pond and Buttermilk 
falls rd.  Two washed out sections of trail, but 
the trail is generally in good condition and see 
little traffic.  

corona pack saw used to clear trees in the area - these were on Buck Mt trail - 76
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! ! ! ! ! Large oaks at beginning of Buck Mt trail
! ! ! ! ! ! !
Hogtown/Shelving Rock Area:
! -Dacy clearing to sleeping beauty loop - The DEC road to Dacy clearing continues to be 
closed this adds 1.4 miles (each way) onto any hike in the area.  The area has remained in good 
shape and has seen minimal erosion damage or trash accumulation.  Although the road closure has 
likely decreased usage to this area, this has had its benefits to the land as well.
! -trails 84,85,86,87,88,89 - east shore horse trails - Between Dacy clearing and the Shelving 
rock area there is a network of trails which are used by horses and hikers alike.  There are some 
downed trees in these areas but they do not cause any issues.  I continue to explore these areas 
which were once part of the 10,000 acre Knapp estate.  These are great trails and offer a peaceful 
diversion in this area as hardly anyone ever uses them.  They are multi-use trails and I have seen 
mountain bikes and an occasional horse, though both are rare.
! -Shelving Rock Mt, trail 90, 91 -  trail remains much the same as last year, with damage to 
the old stone retaining walls - though largely unchanged.  There was accumulation of trash on this 
summit and a large fire pit - all have been removed.
! -trail 93 - east shore trail - A beautiful trail that has seen many large trees fall across it and 
are still in place.  I ran this trail after the campsites have been broken down for the season - as i did in 
2010.  I have noticed an increase in trash an debris since the DEC budget for clean-up and patrol in 
this area was cut.  All trash that I could carry was removed and the trail itself is in good shape and 
well worth the mileage.  
! -trail 96 - Black Mt from east shore trail - This trail was in good shape with no downed trees 
and no major erosion issues.  
! ! -Black Mt Point - lean-to  -  Good shape, swept and trash removed
! -trails 99, 98, 100, 82 - narrow rarely used trail in good shape.  
! ! -Black Mt Ponds - lean-to
! ! -Lapland pond - lean-to
! ! -Millman pond - lean - to
! ! -Greenland Pond - lean-to
! ! -Fishbrook Pond - lean-to 
! ! -Bumps Pond - lean-to  - All lean - to structures are in good condition, they were all 
swept out and any trash was removed.
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Tongue Mt Range:
! Did not visit this year.

Rogers Rock:
! No major issues to report.
Jabe Pond:  continued reports of parties being held at this location.  Removed some trash as 
trailhead.

Tree fungus -  east shore trail near Black Mt.     View from Cat Mt
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Pharaoh Wilderness Area 
Adopted by Glens Falls-Saratoga Chapter

Jim Schneider 
Wilderness Chair

January 15, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance. Ski around Pharaoh Lake; trail and lean-to 
inspection.

February 15, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance. Ski around Pharaoh Lake; trail and lean-to 
inspection.

May 8, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance. Hike around the lake interrupted by the discovery of the   
destruction of Lean-to #6. Investigation indicated this lean-to was burned down the previous weekend 
by a man and woman camped at this lean-to. Accidental or intentional...we may never know.

!"#$%&'(')*(+$,-./01$2344$

Pharaoh Wilderness Area 
Adopted by Glens Falls-Saratoga Chapter 

Jim Schneider 
Wilderness Chair 

 

January 15, 2011:  Beaver Pond Road entrance.  Ski around Pharaoh Lake; trail and lean-to 
inspection.  

February 15, 2011:  Beaver Pond Road entrance.  Ski around Pharaoh Lake; trail and lean-to 
inspection.  

May 8, 2011:  Beaver Pond Road entrance.  Hike around the lake interrupted by the discovery 
of the destruction of Lean-to #6. Investigation indicated this lean-to was burned down the 
previous weekend by a man and woman camped at this lean-to.  Accidental or intentional...we 
may never know. 

 
 

May 28, 2011:  Beaver Pond Road entrance.  Hike around Pharaoh Lake.  All lean-tos in good 
shape.  Trash and unburnable material hauled out. 

June 12, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance.  Hike around Pharaoh Lake.   

July 31, 2011: Putnam Pond Campground entrance.  Grizzle Ocean-Pharaoh Lake-Lilypad 
Pond- Rock Pond-Putnam Pond Campground.  All lean-tos in good shape as well as trails. 

 

 

 

May 28, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance. Hike around Pharaoh Lake. All lean-tos in good shape. 
Trash and unburnable material hauled out.

June 12, 2011: Beaver Pond Road entrance. Hike around Pharaoh Lake.

July 31, 2011: Putnam Pond Campground entrance. Grizzle Ocean-Pharaoh Lake-Lilypad Pond- 
Rock Pond-Putnam Pond Campground. All lean-tos in good shape as well as trails.
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Hurricane Irene impact:

With the exception of various and assorted blowdown, the most significant impact to this area was the 
beaver dam breached just upstream from the Pharaoh Lake Brook bridge 1.2 miles from Mill Brook. 
When this spectacular beaver dam broke, the deluge washed out the nearby bridge. When the wall of 
water reached Mill Brook, the force knocked the bridge off its piers and scattered the boardwalking.

Following is the September 21st communication from DEC Forester Tate Connor that set things in 
motion:

-DEC Interior Trail crew out of Putnam Pond Campground have been working on trails to tackle the 
blowdown, however that is a 2 man crew and there are lots of miles in PLWA, so we will be looking for 
blowdown crew volunteers to assist.

-The SCA Backcountry Steward has been addressing some minor blowdown around the lake and 
working on fixing drainage issues resulting from the hurricane and perennial problem spots along the 
trail from Mill Brook, additional volunteers could work on this project throughout the fall if they have 
the time.

-SCA Trail Crew will be working in the PLWA from 9/26-10/5 and again from 10/10-10/14. They will be 
working to replace the bridge over the! Lake outlet Brook, which is about 1.2 miles from Mill Brook 
parking lot. Once that project is complete they will be working to replace the Mill Brook bridge and 
reposition the Bog Bridging over Mill Brook.
-Volunteers from the Glens Falls-Saratoga Chapter of the ADK will be assisting in moving material 
from the Mill Brook Bridge to the! Lake Outlet Brook Bridge to all for SCA to focus on constructing the 
new cribs and stringers for the bridge.

Hurricane Irene impact: 

With the exception of various and assorted blowdown, the most significant impact to this area 
was the beaver dam breached just upstream from the Pharaoh Lake Brook bridge 1.2 miles 
from Mill Brook.  When this spectacular beaver dam broke, the deluge washed out the nearby 
bridge. When the wall of water reached Mill Brook, the force knocked the bridge off its piers and 
scattered the boardwalking.   

Following is the September 21st communication from DEC Forester Tate Connor that set things 
in motion: 
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The new bridge waiting for spring and the other railing. 

 

The new bridge waiting for spring and the other railing.
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General Notes:

! The most significant change in 2011 has been the addition of a Student Conservation 
Association Backcountry Steward. I ran into James on one of my walk-abouts on May 28. The day 
was totally miserable; constant rain and the famous Pharaoh mosquitos were out in force. He was the 
only person I saw that day. We were both have a fabulous day. Hereʼs some of the work he 
accomplished: kept an eye on the knuckleheads that come to PWA to party, built a new bridge over 
the Pharaoh Lake feeder stream that flows out of Wolf Pond, re-routed the trail 51 & 47 junction, 
provided much needed help after Hurricane Irene, GPS mapped campsites and other key resources. 
It is greatly hoped that the SCA Backcountry Steward program continues in the PWA.
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Pigeon Lake Wilderness and West Mt Trail
Adopted by Onondaga Chapter

To: Matt Dunn, ADK Conservation Committee, Wildlands Adoption, 
Date: 11/21/2011

Chapter (ADK-ON) Contacts:
1. Sigi Schwinge is ADK-ON contact person and West Mtn. steward, 
 sigischwinge@aol.com,!   212 Tilden Dr. , E. Syracuse, NY 13057-1630
2. Mary Coffin is co-contact person, maryccoffin@gmail.com, 
328 Deepsprings Dr., Chittenango, NY 13037
3. Tony Rodriguez is ADK-ON Chapter Trails Chair, boricua1037@verizon.net, 
4. Kathy Disque is Norridgewock Trail steward, kathydisque@yahoo.com, 

Overview:  To give our adopted wilderness area a high profile with the chapter membership, we have 
included articles in our newspaper and website, as well as planned recreational outings and/or work 
trips as listed below.  Having National Trails Day in this area helped with exposure and maintenance 
of our trails.

Trail and Work Events -  November 1, 2010 to October 31, 2011

West Mountain Trail

May 14, 2011 – 6  ADK-ON members came to the annual spring clearing, 5.7 miles to the top and 
back.  I split into groups working 3 different sections in pairs and cleared with hand saws, loppers, 
hands, and lots of elbow grease, 6.5 hrs. each. We also refreshed the yellow and blue trail markers 
on the whole trail.  Except for one large tree trunk requiring a chain saw, we removed all blow-down.  
The bridge between Upper and Lower Pond is still damaged and needs professional repair.  Other 
than that the trail is in good hiking condition.  39 total work hours and 6 hrs driving with 2 cars.

National Trails Day - June 4, 2011 – 8 club members worked with other volunteers to clear several 
trails .  Mary Coffin lead one of the trail clearing groups.  Thank you for having NTD on the PLWA this 
year.

Norridgewock Trail 

June 25, 2011 – 18 ADK-ON members hiked from Twitchell Lake  to the Norridgewock Lodge, and 
after lunch took the boat tour back to Stillwater.
June 30, 2011 – 8 volunteers worked 4 hours each to cut brush on about 1.5 miles, then reinforced 
the beaver dam as some older logs were starting to rot.

mailto:sigischwinge@aol.com
mailto:sigischwinge@aol.com
mailto:maryccoffin@gmail.com
mailto:maryccoffin@gmail.com
mailto:boricua1037@verizon.net
mailto:boricua1037@verizon.net
mailto:kathydisque@yahoo.com
mailto:kathydisque@yahoo.com
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September 3, 2011 – 2 members removed blow-down from Beaver River Station south to ½ mile from 
the 4-mile junction, then turned around and cut brush for about a mile.

In July 2011 the DEC, with help from the Beaver River Fish and Game Club and the Lean-to Rescue 
group built a new bridge over the West Branch of Beaver River and then flagged a re-route of the trail 
to enter Beaver River along the railroad tracks just south of the Norridgewock Lodge.

On this trail Kathy reported a total of 54 work hours and 30 hours travel time.

cc/
Kathy Disque – Norridgewock Trail Steward
Mary Coffin – ADK-ON
Tony Rodriguez – Trails Chair ADK-ON
Jon Bowen – Chair ADK-ON
Matt McNamara – ADK Trails Coordinator, trails@adk-org
Tom Kapelewski - DEC
! !
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Shaker Mountain Wild Forest
Adopted by Pack 18 Cub Scouts & Troop 33 Boy Scouts

Twin Rivers Council--Fort Orange District
(& Paul Weinstein)

2011 End of Season Report Adopt-a-Wildland Shaker Mountain Wild Forest

Adopter:! Paul Weinstein & Twin Rivers Council Pack 18 & Troop 33 Boy Scouts

2011 was a year of devastation to parts of the Adirondacks.! Many bridges and paths were destroyed 
or severely damaged by floods.  A major project for the Shaker Mountain Wild Forest (SMWF) is right 
out of the Unit Management Plan (UMP) for this area. Meetings were held with the Northville office of 
the DEC with participants from the newly formed Foothills Chapter of the ADK, the newly formed 
Northville-Lake Placid Trail Chapter of the ADK, and this adopter.! The participants later met for a 
bushwack to scout the proposed re-route of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail section that currently runs 
along the Benson Road and which will eventually be moved north of that road following a route north 
and west and then meeting up with the existing trail near the current trail regis- ter.! Plans for the 
re-route in this section south of the Benson Road will involve construction of a bridge across the West 
Stony Creek, but the details of this construction are not yet decided.

A trip to the newly re-sited lean-to at Chase Lake by this adopter was very pleasant, although trail 
marking needs a little work at one sharp turn in the new section of trail.! The lean-to is very well 
sited several hundred feet from a rocky outcrop on the opposite side of the lake from the former lean-
to, and has good views and easy access to the lake.! This is a great improvement to the former siting 
which was in an area with almost no view due to high grasses.
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!Chase Lake from the new lean-to, with the lean-to adopter, David Pratt studying his map and enjoying the view.
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SMWF EOS 2011 continued

With the interruption of Summer activities by significant storm damage, stewarding efforts by this 
adopter were re-directed to other areas of the Adirondacks for trail clean up, so that a significant 
amount of time hiking in the SMWF was not possible. Driving through the SMWF one can see the 
great concern of its residents for their surroundings. Even though the SMWF is cut by many roads, 
has significant use by recreationists, and is well-populated, it still maintains a wilderness character.
Implementation of the UMP proposals for this area is significantly slowed by cuts to staff and 
resources at the DEC.  These losses to the DEC will continue to force volunteer efforts to pick up the 
slack.

Efforts in the coming year will focus on hiking all of the area trails with some bushwacks, as well, 
reviewing in depth the UMP, studying area maps, and reading other useful documents concerning the 
local history, geography, geology, silviculture, flora, and fauna.! Scouts, as part of their program 
must be familiar with these subjects, and adopting the SMWF for wildland stew- arding has reinforced 
this learning by transplanting these academic pursuits into the wilderness.
Submitted with best regards to our fellow adopters by Paul Weinstein and the Twin Rivers Council 
Pack 18 & Troop 33 Boy Scouts, 2/8/12.

Respectfully submitted,

The scouts of Pack 18 and Troop 33 of the Twin Rivers Council Fort Orange District, Albany, NY.  (& 
Paul Weinstein, 904 Myrtle Ave, Albany, NY 12208; 518-459-2461; pweinstein@nycap.rr.com)

mailto:pweinstein@nycap.rr.com
mailto:pweinstein@nycap.rr.com
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Siamese Ponds Wilderness
Albany Chapter

TRAIL / LEAN-TO  STEWARD WORK REPORT! !
 
 
ADK – ALBANY CHAPTER 
TRAIL / LEAN-TO  STEWARD WORK REPORT! !

Trail Section: East Branch of Sacandaga to Old Farm Clearing - Siamese Ponds !!
! Wilderness ( Rt.8 trailhead to Siamese Ponds)

Date:! October 12, 2011    !! ! ! ! ! ADK TRAIL CREW
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! David Pisaneschi
ADOPTERS: David Pisaneschi! ! ! ! ! Rosemary Daley 
! ! Rosemary Daley ! ! ! ! !
! ! 180 South Main Ave ! ! ! !
! ! Albany, NY 12208! ! ! !
! ! (518) 459 – 5969! ! ! !
! ! dpisanes@nycap.rr.com  ! ! ! !

Date Work ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Performed:! October 10, 2011  ! ! ! ! !
CHAPTER:! Albany (ADK) ! ! ! !  

DETAILS OF WORK PERFORMED: The trail from the Route 8 trailhead to the lean-to    was patrolled 
and we checked on the condition of the lean-to.

CONDITION OF TRAIL / LEAN-TO. We cleared out some drainage ditches between the trailhead and 
lean-to.  There was one blow down that needed chainsaw work. It was located on the saddle of the 
shoulder of 11th Mountain. We also did some brushing out and clearing along the trail using loppers 
and a bow saw. We hauled out trash ( there was almost none) at the lean-to. We replaced the lean-to 
register. The original one was not there, but there was a makeshift one. This has been sent to ADKʼs 
Trailʼs Coordinator.  The picnic table was not there, probably used for firewood. The privy at the lean-
to is full and needs to be moved.  The door is missing and thereʼs a hole on the back wall. It looks like 
bear damage. There are several very wet sections along the trail. This will require trail hardening or 
possible relocation

.  

mailto:dpisanes@nycap.rr.com
mailto:dpisanes@nycap.rr.com
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Silver Lake Area
Adopted by Schenectady Chapter

This past year there was 15 trips into the silver lake area. At leat 10 of those were for the trail 
work. Cutting down many blow downs that had come down across the trail. 
Drainage clearing was also down from upper Benson to the Silver lake Leanto.
On two trips some 15 pounds of trash was removed from the Silver Lake Leanto area.
I could not reach the person who was doing thr othertrail work in the same area,so I'll not 
speak for that person.
I know that this is last minute, but I've been very sick the last three weeks.
 
Harold McCumber
Silver Lake
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West Canada Lake Wilderness
Adopted by Genesee Valley Chapter

TO:!      Matthew Dunn 
!      Wild Lands Stewardship Chair 
       !      ADK Conservation Committee

From:!       Dave Harrison
!       Past Chair
!       Genesee Valley Chapter
!       ADK

Date:!       January 27, 2012

Subject:     Adopt-a-Wild Land Program Year-end Report of
!      Genesee Valley Chapter, ADK

This memorandum is in response to your December 23, 2011 request for a report on our 
Chapterʼs adopted wild land, the West Canada Lake Wilderness. Members of our chapter spent 
several days in the West Canada Lake Wilderness during 2011. The following comments are based 
upon the reports of those individuals.

Sucker Brook Trail

On April 29-May 1, a contingent of about six Genesee Valley chapter members went on a 
combined backpack/trail maintenance trip on the Sucker Brook trail, beginning at the trailʼs eastern 
terminus on Route 30 (at Lewey Lake). Trail work was done under the leadership of Tom Wemett, the 
trail steward for the Sucker Brook trail. (Tom had the necessary DEC approval.) Early spring flooding 
in the Adirondacks, with consequent road closings, made our drive up to the Park longer than usual, 
but there was no flooding at Lewey Lake, where we began. Our goal for the two and one-half day trip 
was to perform maintenance on the approximately 6-½-mile trail from Lewey Lake to the Colvin lean-
to on the Cedar River.

We found conditions on the first two-thirds of the trail to be fairly good. There was a small 
amount of blow down, which was removed using hand tools or by means of a chain saw operated by 
Tom Wemett (who had the required DEC certification). A small amount of encroaching side-growth 
was also cleared. In addition, we addressed minor drainage problems as we continued westward to 
the height of land and down the other side, where we picked up Colvin Brook. Along the way, about 
35 missing or deteriorating trail markers were added or replaced.

 
Although we encountered small patches of lingering snow on the hike up to the height of land, 

these were minor compared to what we encountered on the low-lying part of the trail along the Colvin 
Brook. Here, deep drifts of melting snow made our hiking increasingly difficult. After post-holing 
several times up to our needs (and in one case, up to our thighs), it became clear that we would not 
be able to complete our mission of getting to the Colvin lean-to. Completing the hike would have 
involved trekking through very deep snow and attempting about ten creek crossings under icy 
conditions. There was simply not enough daylight for us to attempt this. Accordingly, the group 
stopped and camped in a creek-side clearing on the evening of April 30. We hiked out to Lewey Lake 
the following morning.

It was regrettable that we were unable to complete our mission, since I was told that the last 
third of the trail had not had any maintenance for a number of years. The last time I hiked that 
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section, parts of the trail were in poor condition due to beaver activity at one of the creek crossings 
and mud in many areas along the creek. 

Cedar Lake/Northville-Placid Trail

Two of our chapter members joined other ADKers from the Albany chapter on a three-day hike 
in the West Canada Lake Wilderness over Labor Day weekend. This was immediately following the 
massive storms that ravaged the central and eastern High Peaks. Entering the West Canada Lake 
Wilderness at Sled Harbor (near the Pillsbury Mt. trailhead), the group backpacked to Cedar Lake, 
and then headed southwest along the Northville-Placid Trail toward Spruce Lake. 

The group traveled to Sled Harbor via Jessup River Road. Sled Harbor is located about one 
mile from the trailhead parking area, but that mile, which consists of a dirt road, was in extremely poor 
shape and should not be attempted without a 4WD vehicle. (When the group returned in the rain 3 
days later and looked at the road again, it was even worse. Even with a 4WD vehicle it would have 
been inadvisable to drive this section in the rain.)

Also worth noting--although it concerns a section of Jessup Road thatʼs just outside the West 
Canada Lake Wilderness--is the fact that Jessup River Road now has a new steel and timber bridge 
that crosses the River about 2 ½ miles from Sled Harbor. This is good news because the soil on 
which Jessup River Road is built is very sandy and sections of the road are notoriously prone to 
washout.   

The trail to Cedar Lake was in generally good shape. The group encountered small blow-down 
every 1/4-mile or so on the NPT as they hiked west from Cedar River. The storm that wreaked havoc 
in the Eastern High Peaks did not greatly impact the Cedar Lake or NPT trail surfaces with erosion, 
nor were any dams washed away or lean-tos damaged. However, the further south the group 
traveled, the more blow down there was. The trail was still fairly easily passable, however, although a 
large downed tree was encountered about every half mile to one mile as the group got closer to 
Spruce Lake. 

The bridge over the West Canada Creek, just east of South Lake, was washed out and needs 
to be replaced, since the NPT crosses the creek at this point. Although it was possible to ford the 
creek, this is a wet crossing in all but low water. (A rope had been affixed to aid the group in 
crossing.) Also, some other bridges across swamplands along the NPT were leaning fairly heavily, but 
were still easily passable.

On the southern side of the West Canada Creek, at the very place where the bridge washed 
out, the NPT trail intersects the French Louie trail, and here there is a major signage problem. There 
is only one small, dilapidated wooden sign that distinguishes the split, and this is almost totally 
obscured by encroaching vegetation. (The group missed the sign at first and only realized they had 
taken the wrong trail when they noticed that the trail markers were the wrong color. It looked like there 
were just two paths around a big tree, not two separate trails.)

No indications of unusual ecological damage were noticed on these trips to the West Canada 
Lake Wilderness.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Harrison 


