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No 2104 JULY-SEPT 2021 

 
Over a century ago, the State of New York was gifted the Adirondack 
home of Abolitionists John and Mary Brown on the condition that it be 
used “for the purpose of a public park or reservation forever.” Today, 
John Brown Lives! is both the official friends group of the 250-acre state 
historic site abutting the High Peaks Forest Preserve, and a freedom ed-
ucation and human rights project active in the North Country. Long-
time ADK members Benita Law-Diao and Jeff Jones are also JBL! board 
members and human rights activists. Influenced by the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, their presentation will focus on the group’s programs and 
activities designed to bring fresh awareness to the John Brown Farm’s 
role in Adirondack, New York and U.S. history. 

Registration is through the Saratoga Springs Public Library website: 
https://sspl.libcal.com/event/7199395  

John Brown Lives! 
September 15, 2021 

7 pm Zoom  

 
We are hoping that we can meet in person this fall at the Embassy Suites in 
Saratoga Springs to listen to our featured speaker Dave Govatski.  
 
Dave has embarked on a lifelong quest to visit all 423 units in the national 
park system; currently he has visited 403 of them. He will share tips on the 
best times to visit, where to see wildlife, and how to plan your trip.  
 
Dave Govatski worked for the US Forest Service for more than 30 years and 
currently works as a naturalist. 
 
More information on how to register will be on our website and in the  
September Chepontuc Footnotes. 

SAVE THE DATE 
ANNUAL DINNER AND BUSINESS MEETING 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 15, 2021 

https://sspl.libcal.com/event/7199395
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Help like minded volunteers 
build a new foot trail in the 
Hoffman Notch Wilderness 
for the North Country Nation-
al Scenic Trail. 

 
Volunteers provide own food and lodging 

Limited complimentary camping available 

Get in on the ground floor of the Jones Hill project 

For details and application contact:  
maryccoffin@gmail.com 

Request for NCNST Trail Crew 
August 26-30, 2021 

The ADK retail store in Lake George is looking 
for knowledgeable and personable volunteers 
to help provide education and information on 
outdoor recreation to store customers. The 
store will be open from 10:00am – 4:00pm on 
Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays from June 
28 – October 8. We are looking for volunteers 
during the hours of 10:00am – 2:00pm for all 
three days. Hours are flexible, but there is a 
minimum of 2 hours per shift.  
 
Please contact Laurie Schweighardt at (518) 
668-4447 x211 or lauries@adk.org if you have 
any questions or are interested in signing up.  

Volunteers Needed @ ADK HQ 
Store 

Our newly adopted ADK Bylaws call for the creation of the ADK Advisory Council. The Advisory Council Charter 
states: 
 

• The function of the Advisory Council shall be to advise and make recommendations to the ADK Board 
of Directors and Executive Committee with respect to matters of the ADK mission and create a forum 
for ADK Chapters to work together toward a common voice as it relates to issues affecting ADK Chap-
ters. The Council shall advise, assist, support, and advocate for Chapters.  

 
As ADK begins its second century and transitions to a “professional” board of directors, the new Advisory Coun-
cil is your member services representation and your voice. The Trustees on the ADK Advisory Council will work 
toward making “One ADK” a reality. We will help each other achieve best practices in outings, communication, 
conservation and advocacy, education, use of technology among other areas important to the future of ADK.  
 
As your Trustee representing the Glens Falls-Saratoga Chapter, I have three “asks”:  
 

1. To hear from you. What are your concerns, suggestions, recommendations, and yes, even your com-
plaints regarding ADK. 

2. To ask you to get involved. The Advisory Council has committees. Member committees. The COVID-
19 pandemic taught us how to work smart, leveraging technology to bridge the time and space gap. 
Committee meetings will be virtual, in-person or hybrid, convenient, and respectful of one’s personal 
time. Leaders and learners are both welcome. Interested? What more information? Send me an email. 

3. To ask you to consider being an Alternate Trustee and working with me. Help makes the heavy lifting 
easier. And, yes, you would be the likely successor to the Chapter Trustee position. If you value ADK’s 
mission and want to learn more about your Chapter and the Adirondack Mountain Club organization, 
feel free to reach out to me. No obligation beyond asking questions. Let’s talk. 

 
Jim Schneider 
trustee@adk-gfs.org 

Adirondack Mountain Club Advisory Council 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ~ GET INVOLVED 

mailto:lauries@adk.org
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Executive Committee Officers Committee Chairs Committee Chairs 

Chapter Chair                 Jen Shepherd  
  
chapterchair@adk-gfs.org 

Conservation   
401-529-5034      Aimee Viens Rutledge  
518-396-9579      Paul Dietershagen 
conservation@adk-gfs.org 

Trails                              Tom Ellis 
518-638-6139    
trails@adk-gfs.org 

First Vice Chair             Laurie Williams    
518-396-8108 
vicechair@adk-gfs.org 

Education            Kim Brown 
908-305-8357 
education@adk-gfs.org 
 

Web site                       George Sammons 
518-743-9692    
webmaster@adk-gfs.org 

2nd Vice Chair               Brian Coville 
vicechair@adk-gfs.org 

Hospitality              Gretchen Steen 
518-638-6139   
hospitality@adk-gfs.org 
 

Wilderness                  Jim Schneider 
518-421-4975 
wilderness@adk-gfs.org 

Secretary                           John Caffry                    
518-798-0624     
secretary@adk-gfs.org 

Membership               Pat Desbien  
518-813-7946  
membership@adk-gfs.org 

Young Members      Megan McLaughlin 
ymg@adk-gfs.org 

Treasurer                          Steve Mackey   
518-793-6484    
treasurer@adk-gfs.org 

Newsletter Editor     Jennifer Ferriss 
518-290-0703 
newsletter@adk-gfs.org 

Fire Tower             Tim Noble 
518-668-3046          
firetower@adk-gfs.org 

Directors                           Bill Wasilauski 
                                               Brian Coville 
                                               Emily Kane 
 
director@adk-gfs.org                  

Outings                          Wayne Richter  
518-893-7895   
outings@adk-gfs.org 

Annual Dinner          Anne Paolano   
518-798-3055   
annualdinner@adk-gfs.org 

Past Chapter Chair       Kathi Noble  
518-668-3046   
pastchair@adk-gfs.org 

Programs                      Anne Paolano    
518-798-3055   
programs@adk-gfs.org 

Publicity                    Stephanie Graudons 
 
publicity@adk-gfs.org  

Trustee                             Jim Schneider 
518-421-4975 
wilderness@adk-gfs.org 

Learn More: adk-gfs.org Get social 
Instagram: @adkglensfallssaratoga 
Facebook:  facebook.com/adkgfs or  
facebook.com/SaratogaYMG 

ADK Saratoga - Glens Falls Chapter Committee Officers and Chairs 

Chapter Chair Report ~ Jen Shepherd 

 
As things begin to open back up and we return to our new normal, how did Covid and 
quarantine affect you in a positive way?  Did you pick up a new outdoor hobby like 
hiking, biking, or paddling?  Did you master a craft, finally dial in that home 
workout, or reach some major goal or milestone you just didn’t have the time to do 
before? 
 
For me, I really embraced my inner hermit a little too hard!  I probably broke records 
in the Netflix binge department.  I also revisited some crafting I used to enjoy and 
learned some new crafts.  My cat has appreciated all the 1:1 time with me working 
from home too.  I did continue to hike here and there but not as much as I normally 

would.  Hiking used to be an escape from the day to day mundane and during Covid, it was less of an es-
cape and more like something to get out of the house and keep me active and social.  With more people 
hitting the trails, I’d like to explore the less popular peaks and trails less traveled to see what hidden gems 
I’ve been missing.  How will you return to your new normal?  Whatever it looks like, I hope there’s plenty 
of room for whatever hobbies and/or outdoor activities that make you happy.   

https://www.adk-gfs.org/
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Congratulations to the  
following people who have re-
cently completed the  
Adirondack Mountain Club Fire 
Tower Challenge. 
 
 
 
 

 
Deanna Sargent, Ballston Spa 
Sandra Scroggings, Shushan 
Barney Rubenstein, Shushan 
Kimberly Fisher, Beacon 
Dan Halloran, Broadalbin 
Jeanne Halloran, Broadalbin 
Jessica Gottung, Broadalbin 
Kelly Hite, Schenectady 
Ryan, Hannah, Wyatt, Olivia, Clara Fava, Ballston Lake 
Matthew Brooks, Utica 
Brant Scheider, Baldwinsville 
Michelle Schrader, Ballston Spa 
David McDermott, Ballston Spa 
Cathy Darche, New Hartford 
Susan Williams, Ava 
Ariel Nash, Albany 
Jennifer Tchervenkov, Albany 
Patricia Staszak, Saranac Lake 
Michael Luraschi, Warwick 
 
Congratulations to the following hikers who have 
completed the Winter Fire Tower Challenge: 
 
Christine Rounds, Clifton Park 
Danielle Papa, Schaghticoke 
Ian Hamelin, Schaghticoke 
Crystal Davis, Schenectady 
Dan Petit, Schenectady 
Dawn Collins, Peru 
Michele Kaminsky, Binghamton 
Margaret Maxwell, Ausable Forks 

 
MARCH 2021 
 
NEW MEMBERS  
Paul & Linda Antes, University Park, Florida 
Alicia Aragosa, Saratoga Springs 
Zachary Boekeloo, Ballston Spa 
Ellen Bradley, Saratoga Springs 
Benjamin Cerveny, Clifton Park 
Jesse Cole & Brett Annette, Saratoga Springs 
Heather Dickerson, Paul & Arlo Davidson, Glenville 
Adam Drexinger, Burnt Hills 
Nathan, Robin, Mia, Lucy & Brinkley Fuller, Athol 
Christopher & Stacey Gotski, Saratoga Springs 
Kyle Keller, Kaitlyn Skowyra, Jackson & Colton Keller, Glenville 
Justin Ketter, Queensbury 
G. Christopher Kidder, Livonia 

Derek & Nicole McKinney, Brandy & Evan Walosin, Ballston Spa 
Peter Panagedes & Melissa Stankovich, Ballston Spa 
Elaina Richardson & Isam Salah, Saratoga Springs 
David, Meghan Anna & Lila Riihimaki, Corinth 
Trevor & Gina Schneider, Burnt Hills 
Stephanie Soto & Jerome Pabulayan, Highland Mills 
Laura Wade, Lake Luzerne 
Jessica Ware, Middle Grove 
 
REJOINED MEMBERS  
Mary Ellen Carlini, Corinth 
Hilary Claggett & Robert Little, Saratoga Springs 
Jeremy Cumoletti, Lake Luzerne 
Jeffrey Flynn, Clifton Park 
Matthew & Nancy Fuller, Glens Falls 
Anna Gomez Domenech & Zach Ruland, South Glens Falls 
Susan Guba, Ballston Lake 
Rebecca Hawkins, Ballston Spa 
Thomas & Nancy Keleher, Saratoga Springs 
Heidi Merrithew, Queensbury 
 
APRIL 2021 
NEW MEMBERS 
Leslie & William Balch, Hudson Falls 
Chester Birish, Liberty, New York 
Claudia Calby, Queensbury 
David Carpenter, Adirondack 
Seth Cohen, Stillwater 
Patrick & Stephanie Doherty, Glens Falls 
Alicia Dombroski, Queensbury 
Katherine & Warren Frederick, Clifton Park 
Lawrence Hamilton, Saratoga Springs 
Brian & Leslee Kunst, Glens Falls 
Alexander, Michelle, Rose, Brady Linkem & Eathan Carroll, South 
Glens Falls 
Jeff Marchetti, Katrina Benamati, Ella, Luke & Ben Marchetti, Sara-
toga Springs 
Lissa Mattson, Ballston Spa 
Philip Murphy, Saratoga Springs 
Gary Ordway, Greenwich 
Andrea Rice & Edward Osterlof, Bolton Landing 
Amy, Mark, Madelynne & Griffin Solon, Schuylerville 
Logan Spring, Saratoga Springs 
Donovan & Ryan Wade & Erin H. Trombley, Ballston Lake 
Mary Young, Cambridge 
 
REJOINED MEMBERS 
Patricia & Doug Ahrens, Ballston Spa 
Jeffery & Naomi Allen, Saratoga Springs 
Joanne Armstrong, Glens Falls 
Patricia Brennan, Saratoga Springs 
Edward & Wendy Butz, Hadley 
Timothy Ferris, Saratoga Springs 
James Flynn, Hudson Falls                                    
Chandra Geremick, Saratoga Springs 
Lisa & Colin Hart, Queensbury 
Regina Hillier, Queensbury 
Marianne Hines, Saranac Lake 
Dan, Ann, Sean Hotaling & Honore Hotaling DerGurahian, Rexford 
Emil Klymkow, Broadalbin 
Stanley, Brandon & Gabrielle Krawczuk, Round Lake 
Ruth Laskin, Tim & Zeb Johnson, Hampton 
Frank J. Leahy, Gansevoort 
Chris Marion, Hudson Falls 
Robert & Steven Marzinsky, Gansevoort 
John, Austin & Shannon Merboth, Gansevoort 
Michael Miller, Galway 
Rebecca Oechsner, Tim & Anthony Ragazzo & Kaleigh McCall, Clif-
ton Park 
Michael, Michele & Kevin O'Haire, Smithtown 
Debbie Peck-Kelleher & Sean Kelleher, Schuylerville 
Lou Perone, Queensbury 
James, Lisa, Jonathan, Elle & Justin Ross, Gansevoort 
Julie & Curt Stancliffe, Saratoga Springs       (cont. on pg 6) 

ADK Fire Tower Challenge  

by Kathi Noble  

Membership Update  
by Pat Desbiens 
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 Outings  and Programs Calendar    July 2021 

      

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 Date Day Type Destination Leader(s) Rating  

* July 2021 

  11 Sun Hike Montcalm Point, Hike and Swim Neal Van Dorsten C+ 

  13 Tue Sunset Hike YM Sunset Hike: Cat Mt Megan McLaughlin C 

  17 Sat Camp/Hike French Louie Trail Overnight Andrew Meunier A 

  27 Tue Sunset Hike YM Sunset Hike: French Mt Megan McLaughlin C 

* August 2021 

  7 Sat Hike Camel's Hump via the Long Trail Jennifer Ferriss A+ 

  10 Tue Sunset Hike YM Sunset Hike: Pinnacle Megan McLaughlin C- 

  24 Tue Sunset Hike YM Sunset Hike: Moreau Overlook Megan McLaughlin C- 

* September 2021 

  18 Sat Hike Hopkins Mountain via Mossy Cascade Brook Jeff Mans B+ 

 
A New Monthly Film Series of past Award Winners 
will be available each month through October, so 
check the link each month.  
 
You can rent a program for an evening of short 
films. These films are 
in addition to the orig-
inal programs that are 
still available to rent 
through October 2021.  
 
Go to the Chapter web-
site for the link. Our Chapter receives a portion of 
the revenue if you use our link.  

New Banff Mtn Film Festival 
Films Available Every Month  

 
ADK is holding a tent sale on Saturday, July 31 
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm at the ADK member ser-
vice center/retail store located at 814 Goggins Road 
in Lake George.  

There will be a great selection of products including 
gear, books, photos, prints, posters, and Adirondack 
themed home goods, novelties, and gifts. Come ear-
ly for the best selection!  

Cash only, small bills appreciated. 

Tent Sale 
July 31 

9 am to 1 pm 
ADK HQ 

Views From On High 2nd Revised 2021 Edition is now available from ADK. 
New material includes extensive Catskill and Adirondack trail and fire tower updates through winter 2021 including: 

 
Poke-O-Moonshine: New Ranger Trail with its hiker friendly stone steps, switchbacks and scenic reroute.  
St. Regis: New trailhead from Spring Bay of Upper St. Regis Lake. Combine a paddle trip with a fire tower hike.  
Hunter:  We love loop hikes! So, we put together this very interesting route combining the Spruceton Trail and the 
Devil's Path for an 8.8 mile loop.  
Red Hill: NYS Department of Environmental Conservation teamed up with New York City Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the town of Denning, with support from the State's Environmental Protection Fund, and con-
structed a new trailhead and information kiosk on Denning Road. 
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Outings and Programs   July 2021  

MONTCALM POINT, HIKE AND SWIM 
  Sun, Jul 11, 2021, 9:00 am, Rating: C+ 
  Neal Van Dorsten - 518-644-7034, Nealvan@aol.com 
- A wonderful hike along the shores of Lake George to Mont-
calm Point. We will have a swim and await pick up by boat. 
We will boat back to Bolton Landing and then to our vehi-
cles. This hike is very popular and has limited space, so sign 
up early. We will all meet in Bolton Landing in the public 
parking area adjacent to the Bolton Brewery. From there we 
will depart Promptly at NINE for the trailhead. 
 
YM SUNSET HIKE: CAT MT 
  Tue, Jul 13, 2021, 7:00 pm, Rating: C 
  Megan McLaughlin -  megan@adk.org 
- Easy to moderate paced hike with a 1.9 mile ascent to the 
peak. Bring a headlamp or flashlight, snacks or pack dinner, 
extra layers, and a sense of adventure. Hike is weather per-
mitting; rain will cancel or reschedule for Wednesday or 
Thursday. Beginners, families, and adorable dogs welcome. 
Email megan@adk.org to sign up and get exact meet-up lo-
cation/time. 
 
FRENCH LOUIE TRAIL OVERNIGHT   -  [ Camp/Hike ] 
  Sat, Jul 17, 2021, time TBD, Rating: A 
  Andrew Meunier - 518-376-2470,  
  andrew.m.meunier@gmail.com 
- This overnight backpacking trip will take us to a remote 
and beautiful corner of the Adirondack Park, far from the 
crowded trailheads of the high peaks. Its many lakes are 
home to moose, loons, ... and perhaps the occasional deer fly! 
We'll take the Cedar Lakes Trail to the Northville Placid Trail 
where it passes through the West Canada Lake Wilderness. 
Then we will follow the NPT west towards West Lake and 
explore what's left of the trapper/hermit French Louie's set-
tlement. After a night spent at one of several lean-tos in the 
area, we'll leave the NPT and take the French Louie Trail 
east to complete our counterclockwise loop. Our total mile-
age will be ~20 miles spread over two days with ~2,000 feet 
of elevation gain. There will also be the option to summit 
Pillsbury Mountain on Sunday if we are feeling ambitious. 
 
YM SUNSET HIKE: FRENCH MT 
  Tue, Jul 27, 2021, 6:30 pm, Rating: C 
  Megan McLaughlin -  megan@adk.org 
- Easy to moderate paced hike. We will meet at the Lake 
George outlets and walk 1 easy, flat, paved mile down the 
bike trail. We will then turn off the bike trail and begin the 
1.3 mile ascent to French Mountain's overlook. Bring a head-
lamp or flashlight, snacks or pack dinner, extra layers, and a 
sense of adventure. Hike is weather permitting; rain will 
cancel or reschedule for Wednesday or Thursday. Beginners, 
families, and adorable dogs welcome. Email me-
gan@adk.org to sign up and get exact -up location/time. 
 
CAMEL'S HUMP VIA THE LONG TRAIL   -  [ Hike ] 
  Sat, Aug 7, 2021, 5:00 am, Rating: A+ 
  Jennifer Ferriss -  ferrissj@gmail.com 
- I'm looking forward to finishing my VT 4000 this summer 
the "harder" way. This loop will bring us up the more chal-
lenging south side of the summit via Forest City to the Long 
Trail. Expect exposure, rock scrambles & a side trip to the 
plane wreck off the Alpine trail. Space is limited, as is park-
ing so we will set off early. Plan on Saturday with a back up 
on Sunday for the ~6 mi round trip with approximately 
2,461 feet of elevation gain. Meet up at exit 18 park & ride. 

YM SUNSET HIKE: PINNACLE 
  Tue, Aug 10, 2021, 7:00 pm, Rating: C- 
  Megan McLaughlin - megan@adk.org 
- Option to meet in Bolton at 6 for swimming pre-hike. The 
trailhead is 5 minutes from the lake. This is an easy paced 
hike with a 1 mile ascent to peak. Bring a headlamp or flash-
light, snacks or pack dinner, extra layers, and a sense of ad-
venture. Hike is weather permitting; rain will cancel or re-
schedule for Wednesday or Thursday. Beginners, families, 
and adorable dogs welcome. Email megan@adk.org to sign 
up and get exact meet-up location/time. 
 
YM SUNSET HIKE: MOREAU OVERLOOK 
  Tue, Aug 24, 2021, 6:45 pm, Rating: C- 
  Megan McLaughlin - megan@adk.org 
- Option to meet at the trail head at 5:30 for swimming 
across the street in the Hudson. This is an easy to moderate 
paced hike 1 mile up the southern end of the Western Ridge 
trail to the first overlook of the Hudson River to watch the 
sunset. Meeting at trail head at 6:45 pm, sunset is 7:43. 
Bring a headlamp or flashlight, snacks or pack dinner, extra 
layers, and a sense of adventure. Hike is weather permit-
ting; rain will cancel or reschedule for Wednesday or Thurs-
day. We may stay out later if the sunset looks like a good 
one. Beginners and families welcome. Adorable dogs wel-
come. Email megan@adk.org to sign up and get exact meet-
up location/time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOPKINS MOUNTAIN VIA MOSSY CASCADE 
BROOK   -  [ Hike ] 
  Sat, Sep 18, 2021, 8:30 am, Rating: B+ 
  Jeff Mans - 518-265-4135, adkhighlander@aol.com 
- Hopkins Mountain via Mossy Cascade Trail. Approximate-
ly 6.7 miles round trip located along Route 73 near Keene 
Valley. About a 2,200 foot gain in elevation, and the most 
incredible view of the Ausable Valley and the surrounding 
High Peaks. A nice way to end the summer and get ready for 
autumn colors. Meet-up at the Tops parking lot in Schroon 
Lake at 8:30 am.  
 
 

 Michela Viscariello, Albany 
 Jean Weed, Ballston Spa 
 Adam Woodard, Bailey Delaney-Woodard, Declan & Lochlan 
 Woodard, Ballston Spa 
 Dennis Zimmer & Deborah Egan-Zimmer, Clifton Park 

Membership Update Cont. 
by Pat Desbiens 

mailto:Nealvan@aol.com
mailto:megan@adk.org
mailto:andrew.m.meunier@gmail.com
mailto:megan@adk.org
mailto:ferrissj@gmail.com
mailto:megan@adk.org
mailto:megan@adk.org
mailto:adkhighlander@aol.com
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Trip Reviews   July  2021  

Rathbun's Maple Sugar House   Sat, Apr 24, 2021, 
Steve Mackey 
- I had to change the date a couple of times, due to other com-
mitments and rainy weather, so some of the interested bikers 
weren't able to make it. When it was all said and done, we 
only had 4 bikers. The weather was good, it was reasonably 
warm, the traffic was light, and the breakfast was awesome. 
Somehow I managed to get a flat, but it wasn't a deal break-
er. Neal rode ahead and got his wife's car (Edna met us at the 
restaurant), and we even made it to the restaurant before 
Licia and Gwenne got there. I almost brought an extra tube, 
but decided that it wasn't that far, and we would have cars 
around. The next day I fixed the tire, and I wouldn't have 
been able to get the tire off in the field, anyway. I probably 
will lead this again next year. It's really a great ride and a 
great breakfast. Participants: Gwenne Rippon, Neal Van 
Dorsten, Edna Van Dorsten, Steve & Licia Mackey. 
 
Potash   Sun, May 2, 2021, Jen Shepherd 
- We had a lively group of twelve to start the day's adven-
ture. On Potash Road, just before the farm, a lone turkey was 
wandering about near the road. Just past the farm, three 
turkey vultures were perched in a tree with two more circling 
overhead, giving the day a foreboding feel. It was cool in the 
shade of the parking area prior to starting our hike but we 
quickly warmed up on the gradual ascent the beginning of 
the trail offers. Before too long, it was warm and the early 
may flies were out just enough to be annoying but not yet 
taking my annual blood donation. The trail was in excellent 
shape thanks to the hard work Steve Mackey puts in weekly 
building stairs and clearing debris. The group made great 
time to the summit where we enjoyed cookies, oranges and 
cupcakes in celebration of the hike leader's birthday. The 
breeze kept the bugs at bay and the sun was warm and pleas-
ant... a reminder to apply that sunblock! Some of the group 
wandered up to the actual summit to take pictures with the 
new sign while those of us that have been up there opted to 
stay down on the ledge with the views. We had the summit to 
ourselves minus one lone hiker who didn't stay long. On the 
way down, we decided to take the nature trail loop, some-
thing I'm ashamed to say I've never done in all the times I've 
hiked that mountain. It was lovely! Clearly not as well trav-
eled, but it's well marked and even has markers pointing out 
specific trees. The wooden bench with a clearing and a view 
made for a nice stopping point before wrapping up the trip. 
12 participants: Jen Shepherd (leader), Chandra Geremick 
(co-leader), Warren W., Jules G., Jen N., Patrick N., Alana 
G., Emily L., Kyle W., Steph G., Ted L., and Davey K. 
 
Hiking a Popular Hike in the Sentinel Range we 
choose not to name.   Sat, May 15, 2021, Jennifer Fer-
riss and Joe Babcock   
- With bated breath we drove to the Cascade and West Pitch-
off trailhead, arriving as the second and third cars in the lot a 
little past 7 am. Where were all the hikers? With near perfect 
conditions, we got up the eroded trail at a steady pace, enjoy-
ing trillium before meeting another group near the Balanced 
Rocks herd path. Joe took the leap of faith across the boulders 
before we headed to the summit and beyond to enjoy all of 
the views and get more miles. We met a few more groups 
throughout the morning but essentially had the place to our-
selves. We enjoyed the 7 slide on Cascade from many differ-
ent points of view and saw the waterfall we never knew it 
had. Since this was a relatively short hike we soaked in all we 

could and then returned to Balanced Rocks for an early lunch 
before heading to Keene Valley to pick up some pies and 
treats. An attempt to climb Belfry Fire tower was quickly 
averted due to a bridge out, no cell service to reroute and the 
satisfaction that we would all be home early to enjoy the rest 
of our days. Joining trip co-leaders Jen Ferriss and Joe Bab-
cock were Andrew Hart, Jeff Mans, Suzanne Rancourt, Erin 
Roberts and Liz Rovers. 
 
Hadley Trail Work Day   Sat, May 15, 2021, Steve 
Mackey 
- I had to move the date from when I originally had this 
planned. Unfortunately, it ended up on the same date that 
Mo does her headquarters spring work day. The good news 
is that I didn't have to rake anything; the bad news is that we 
didn't get any ADK members. We got 4 long-time members of 
the Hadley Fire Tower Committee. We repaired pretty much 
all the water bars. Some were still working, but we made 
them all better. When we got up to the cabin (even though we 
all have keys to it) we discovered that none of us brought 
them along. I knew that mine were in my car, so I hustled 
down and back up with them. I got down in just over 30 
minutes, and back up in just over 36. After we got the cabin 
all opened, we repaired one of the windows in the fire tower 
and screwed down some of the stairs going up. The last time 
I was up there, I noticed that one of the stairs wasn't screwed 
down at all. I fixed it, but as I looked further, I discovered a 
lot of them were missing nuts, and some of them both the bolt 
and the nut. I'll buy some more, and fix them all, next time 
I'm up there. (I'm guessing that this is a problem in other 
towers; I'll have to check some of them out). Many thanks to 
everyone for their help. Participants: Linda Ranado, Jackie 
Kline, Judd Driscoll, Steve Mackey.  
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Reminder:  Please include your  
e-mail address when renewing  
membership! 

POSTMASTER: CONTAINS DATED MATERIAL. 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY. THANK YOU. 

  Are you moving? 

 
If you are moving, You may call 
Headquarters at 518-668-4447.   
 
The Chapter  receives all its mailing 
labels and membership lists from the 
Club.   
 
Therefore, any change of address 
need NOT be sent to the Chapter . 
One call to the Club is all you need! 
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